
Myocardial Infarction 

Hemostasis  in 
ventricle 

↓  contractility Electrical instability 
Ectopic beats 

↓ myocytes’ inhibitory electrotonic 
influence on pacemakers. 

Scars allow myocardial re-entry 
circuits 

Hypotension 

Embolism  
(usually systemic) 

Arrhythmias 

↑ Ischemia, 
recurrent infarcts 

Tissue Necrosis 

↓ Coronary 
perfusion pressure 

Papillary 
muscle 
rupture 

Complications of MI 

Cardiogenic 
Shock 

Ventricular 
thrombus 

Ventricular 
septal rupture 

Ventricular 
free wall 
rupture 

Mitral regurgitation 

Congestive Heart Failure 

Pericardial 
inflammation 

Cardiac Tamponade 

Pericarditis 

Ventricular 
aneurysm 

False 
aneurysm 

Underlined and italicized =  
5 mechanical MI complications 
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